THE WAR AND AFTER

cannot refute the argument that capital punishment
is in harmony with the metaphysical consideration
of the value of human life, I believe and hope that
it will be abolished with the consent of all, as people
become more moral and civilized.

You ask me what I consider as the culminating
point of my life; I would say my election to the
presidency and the fact that I am able to shoulder
this burden as a great honour and an equally
solemn duty. My personal satisfaction, if I may
call it so, lies deeper: for as the head of the State
I relinquish nothing that I believed in and loved
as a penniless student, a carping critic, :a reforming
politician; occupying a position of power, I do not
seek for myself any other moral law or relationship
to my fellow men, to the nation, and the world than
those which guided me before. I may say that office
confirms and completes everything that I have
believed, so that I have not needed to change one
item of my faith in humanity and in democracy, in
the search for truth, nor in the supreme moral and
religious command to love, men, I can still affirm
from experience which I am continually acquiring
that the same moral and ethical rule applies to the
State, and those who administer it, as to the indi-
vidual. This does not spring from satisfaction that
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